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Doctoral Degree Policies
Degrees Offered
Doctor of Musical Arts (D.M.A.)
The D.M.A. is the terminal professional practical degree in music, designed for performers and conductors wishing to acquire the highest performance
abilities.

Doctor of Nursing Practice (D.N.P)
The Doctor of Nursing Practice degree is a clinical doctorate offered for post baccalaureate nurses with specialization as a Family Nurse Practitioner.
An individually-tailored program of study for the D.N.P. is also available for the certiﬁed advanced practice nurse with a master's degree.

Doctor of Education (Ed.D.)
The Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) is available with two options: 1) Institutional Analysis and 2) Occupational and Adult Education. The degree requires
extensive ﬁeld service involving qualitative and/or quantitative research, leading to a dissertation that will apply a theory at an institution.

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.)
The Doctor of Philosophy degree is awarded in recognition of high scholarly attainment as evidenced by a period of successful advanced study, the
satisfactory completion of prescribed examinations, and the development of an acceptable dissertation covering some signiﬁcant aspect of a major
ﬁeld of learning.

Residence Requirements
Graduate study for the Doctor of Philosophy degree normally requires a minimum of three (3) years of full-time study beyond the baccalaureate
degree. A student who has a master's degree or equivalent must devote at least one of the two remaining academic years of study in residence at
North Dakota State University.

Language Requirements
Some graduate programs have a language requirement and, if so, the program will determine the language or languages applicable to the candidate's
ﬁeld of study. International students whose native language is not English may satisfy the language requirement in their native language, providing
their graduate program approves. In these cases, the basis for proﬁciency will be the candidate's use of English, rather than the foreign language.
Language proﬁciency is certiﬁed by the Department of Modern Languages.

