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Master's Degree Policies
Degrees Offered
North Dakota State University offers Master of Arts, Master of Science and a series of professional master's programs.

Master of Arts (M.A.)/Master of Science (M.S.)
NDSU offers master's degrees according to the following plans. Not all programs offer all three plans. Candidates for the Master of Arts degree will
meet the general requirements and those speciﬁc requirements in the humanities or social and behavioral science; these typically include two years of
a foreign language.
The Plan C degree is primarily intended for professional degree programs.
In addition, the three plans differ in the composition of the student's supervisory committee and required submissions to the Graduate School upon
degree completion.
Plan A: Thesis-based Master's
The thesis typically includes a problem statement, a review of existing literature relevant to that problem, and the creation and presentation of new
knowledge in providing a solution to the problem. Each student assembles a supervisory committee as described on the next tab. Each candidate is
required to pass a ﬁnal oral examination in which the supervisory committee serves as the examining committee. Following a successful defense, the
candidate will submit an electronic copy of their thesis to the Graduate School for review.
Plan B: Master's Paper/Comprehensive Study-based Master's
The Plan B master's student will develop a thorough understanding of existing knowledge and the ability to apply that existing knowledge to a problem
of interest. Note that under this degree, the new knowledge being created is limited, and this is the primary difference between the Plan A and Plan
B degrees. The precise nature of the individual creative component is deﬁned by the program. Examples of possible creative components include a
comprehensive paper, a portfolio, or an integrated ﬁeld experience. Candidates for the Master of Arts degree will meet the general requirements and
speciﬁc requirements in the humanities or social and behavioral sciences; these typically include two years of a foreign language.
Each candidate would assemble a supervisory committee and pass a ﬁnal oral examination. Following a successful defense, the candidate will
compose an executive summary or assemble other appropriate documentation as deﬁned by the program to be submitted to the Graduate School.
This submission to the Graduate College is to be approved by the student's supervisory committee.
Plan C: Culminating Experience-based Master's
Plan C is designed for programs in which a well-deﬁned culminating experience is more important than is an individual creative component. This
degree will most frequently be available in professional degree programs. Each program will deﬁne a culminating experience such as a capstone
course, a written examination, or some other approach to measure the candidate's understanding of the relevant material in the area.
Candidates must submit the Graduation Application by the appropriate deadline during the semester in which they intend to graduate. There is a
$25 processing fee that may be paid online. No transcript or diploma will be issued until this fee is paid. For programs that require Graduate School
approval of the Final Examination, candidates must submit the Notiﬁcation of Scheduled Examination and the Report of Final Examination by the
appropriate deadlines.

Professional/Non-Thesis Degree Programs
Master of Accountancy (M.Acc.)
The Master of Accountancy (M.Acc.) program at North Dakota State University is a non-thesis, professional program structured to advance the
knowledge of qualiﬁed students with an undergraduate accounting degree. The program is designed to have students complete graduate studies
needed to advance their careers whether their career be in public accounting, corporate accounting, or government accounting and prepare them for
the Certiﬁed Public Accountant (CPA) exam.

Master of Athletic Training (M.A.Trg.)
The Master of Athletic Training is a professional program that is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education
(CAATE). The M.A.Trg. will prepare students to take the Board of Certiﬁcation, Inc. (BOC) examination and earn the ‘ATC’ credential. Didactic courses
and clinical experience courses focus on prevention, assessment, treatment and rehabilitation of injuries resulting from physical activity.
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Master of Business Administration (M.B.A.)
The Master of Business Administration degree is a non-disquisition, professional degree program structured to serve qualiﬁed students with any
undergraduate degree. The program has two general parts: a foundation course requirement involving up to 30 semester credits and an M.B.A.
(common body of knowledge) graduate course requirement of 30 semester credit hours.

Master of Construction Management (M.C.M.)
The Master of Construction Management is an online professional program consisting of 30 credits of course work and the Associate Constructor
(AC) Exam.

Master of Education (M.Ed.)
The Master of Education degree is a non-disquisition, practitioner-oriented degree for teachers and school counselors. Candidates for this degree will
meet the general requirements as well as speciﬁc requirements established by the School of Education.

Master of Engineering (M.Engr.)
The Master of Engineering in Electrical and Computer Engineering is a course work only program requiring a capstone consisting of a portfolio or
written exam. Faculty are experienced researchers in the following areas: Signal Processing Group, Biomedical Engineering, Power/Power Electronics,
Integrated Circuit, Electromagnetics, and Computer Engineering. The Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering is also a key contributor to
NDSU's Research and Technology Park.

Master of Managerial Logistics (M.M.L.)
The Master of Managerial Logistics is a 36 graduate credit professional degree program targeted speciﬁcally at career military ofﬁcers, Department of
Defense civilians, and other logistic professionals.

Master of Music (M.M.)
The Master of Music in performance and conducting is the professional degree in music designed for performers and conductors wishing to augment
and reﬁne their skills. The M.M. in Music Education is designed for music teachers who wish to update and increase their practical pedagogical
knowledge.

Master of Natural Resources Management (M.N.R.M.)
The Master of Natural Resources Management degree is designed as a professional, non-thesis degree program speciﬁcally designed for students
holding a Bachelor of Science degree in Natural Resources Management or a closely related ﬁeld who are seeking an educational opportunity for
advanced course work culminating in a professional terminal degree.

Master of Public Health (M.P.H.)
Public health is deﬁned as the practice of helping members of society live healthier, longer lives. More speciﬁcally, public health focuses on improving
the general health of communities through efforts to monitor the spread of diseases, initiatives (both clinical and policy-oriented) to prevent disease
and disability, and by promoting healthy lifestyles through education and community engagement. NDSU offers the M.P.H. degree with specializations
in American Indian public health, health promotion, management of infectious disease, and public health in clinical-systems.

Master of Software Engineering (M.S.E.)
The Master of Software Engineering degree is a non-thesis, professional degree program for students who want to update or upgrade their credentials
in software engineering. The M.S.E. program teaches current skills and knowledge in software engineering, and is offered through on-campus or online
courses.

Master of Transportation and Urban Systems (M.T.U.S.)
The Master of Transportation and Urban Systems is a non-disquisition degree that is primarily intended for professional planners and engineers.
Students in the M.S. and M.T.U.S. programs can select from a common set of courses. However, students enrolled in the non-disquisition (M.T.U.S.)
program have more opportunities for synthesis of practice and additional course work, with less emphasis on research.

Education Specialist (Ed.S.) in Educational Administration
In addition to offering several Master of Education (M.Ed.) programs preparing candidates for administration credentials in North Dakota,
the Educational Leadership program prepares students for Master of Science (M.S.) and Education Specialist (Ed.S.) degrees in Educational
Administration. Programs meet certiﬁcation requirements in the various areas appropriate to elementary and secondary administration.

