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Architecture
Department Information

• Department Location:
Klai Hall

• Department Phone:
701-231-6151

• Department Email:
ndsu.ala@ndsu.edu

• Department Web Site:
www.ndsu.edu/ala/

• Degrees Offered:
B.S.Arch.

• Official Program Curriculum:
bulletin.ndsu.edu/undergraduate/program-curriculum/architecture/

The architect must combine an understanding of society, artistic skill, and technological knowledge to shape places and spaces that enrich human
life. Not only do the physical requirements need to be satisfied, but also there must be beauty to engage the human spirit. All of this requires a creative
thought process that can balance and organize needs that are quite varied in nature. Clear, responsible, sensitive, and comprehensive thinking is
demanded of the architect who is to integrate a wide range of factors into a design that is meaningful. For this reason an architect’s education must
range from the practical aspects of building construction to the study of environmental, social, and aesthetic issues.

Central to the study of architecture is the sequence of architectural studio courses. Students are assigned architectural problems, which may be
hypothetical, realistic, or theoretical, and find their own solutions to them with frequent individual consultations with instructors. As the student
progresses, the projects become larger and more complex or the solution becomes more detailed. In this way, knowledge and experience acquired in
other classes are brought to bear on the principal responsibility of the architect and the architecture student, that of shaping separate considerations
into a single design.

Selective Admission
Admission into the first-year pre-architecture program is open to any student enrolled at NDSU. Transfer students are evaluated on the basis of
courses taken and grades received. Upon completion of the first year, a selected number of students are admitted to the second year of the program
on the basis of institutional GPA attained and performance in first-year environmental design courses.

The Program
At the end of the third year of study, students may apply to the Master of Architecture degree program. The Bachelor of Science in Architecture is
granted after the fourth year of study, and the professional Master of Architecture degree at the end of the fifth year of study. The program is fully
accredited by the National Architectural Accrediting Board, and the M.Arch. degree is recognized by the National Council of Architectural Registration
Boards as a professional degree.

The total number of credits required for the professional degree is 168, and the bachelor degree requirement is 136.

Special Notice
Students who are admitted into the second year of the program will be required to purchase a laptop computer before the beginning of the spring
semester. Information on type of computer, software, purchase, and financing arrangements will be distributed to admitted students prior to purchase.

Plan of Study
Please note this is a sample plan of study and not an official curriculum.  Actual student schedules for each semester will vary depending on start year,
education goals, applicable transfer credit, and course availability. Students are encouraged to work with their academic advisor on a regular basis to
review degree progress and customize an individual plan of study.

First Year

Fall Credits Spring Credits

ENVD 101 3 ENVD 104 1

ENVD 102 1 ENVD 172 3

ENVD 130 3 ENGL 120 3
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ENGL 110 4 COMM 110 3

ARCH 321 3 ARCH 322 3

PHYS 120 3 Gen Ed Quantitative Reasoning
Requirement

3

  Gen Ed Wellness Requirement 2

  17   18

Second Year

Fall Credits Spring Credits

ARCH 271 6 ARCH 272 6

ARCH 231 3 ARCH 232 3

ARCH 233 1 ARCH 344 3

ARCH 323 3 PSYC 111 3

Gen Ed Science & Tech Requirement 3 PHIL Elective 3

  16   18

Third Year

Fall Credits Spring Credits

ARCH 371 6 ARCH 372 6

ARCH 341 3 ARCH 450 3

ARCH 351 4 ARCH 454 3

ARCH 453 3 ARCH 461 3

Gen Ed Science & Tech Lab
Requirement

1 ENGL 326 or 357 3

  17   18

Fourth Year

Fall Credits Spring Credits

ARCH 471 6 ARCH 472, 474, or 475 6

ARCH 443 3 SOC 110 3

ANTH 111 3 Elective 3

Gen Ed Science & Tech Requirement 3 Elective 2

Elective 3  

  18   14

Total Credits: 136


