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Department Information

+ Department Location:
Sudro Hall

Department Phone:
701-231-7456

Department Web Site:
www.ndsu.edu/pharmacy/

Degrees Offered:

Pharm.D.

Official Program Curriculum:
bulletin.ndsu.edu/undergraduate/program-curriculum/pharmacy/

The Pharmacy program encompasses both the basic and clinical sciences and is designed to provide students with the knowledge, skills, and
attitudes essential to the practice of pharmacy. Pharmacists work in concert with the patient and other health care providers to promote health and
prevent diseases. This is achieved by assessing, monitoring, initiating and modifying patients’ medication therapy to achieve optimal therapeutic
outcomes.

Selective Admission

To enroll as a freshman in the College of Health Professions (pre-pharmacy), you should have taken the ACT or SAT and have graduated from high
school with a minimum of 17 academic units, at least four units of English and three units of mathematics. You should complete course work in
physical and biological sciences. Upon successfully being accepted to NDSU, transfer students may be admitted to the College of Health Professions
and declare a pre-professional major at any time, so long as they are in good academic and professional standing.

Admission to the professional pharmacy program is competitive and limited to 85 students each year. Students are selected based upon successful
prior academic performance at the time of admission. There are two paths to gain admission into the pharmacy program.

The first is our “early admission” path. This path is designed for high achieving high school students who seek an expedited path to the professional
program. Students are selected for this path based on their academic credentials (including high school grade point averages and ACT or SAT scores)
at the time they apply to NDSU. Preference is given to North Dakota residents. Students are evaluated during the summer before they enroll at NDSU
as first year students, and will be offered admission to this path on or before July 15 of that year. Once accepted on this admission path, students
must attend NDSU for the entire six-year program. The first year entails standard pre-professional studies. At the conclusion of the first year, students
who maintain academic and professional requirements transition into a five-year professional program. During the first year in the professional
program, students complete all remaining pre-professional requirements, including an expedited set of courses that prepare them for the final four
years of the professional program. Students also complete the Pharmacy College Admissions Test (PCAT) and an on-site interview. Transition into the
final four years of the professional program is guaranteed as long as students meet all academic and professional requirements. Students accepted
into the “early admissions” path, but who fail to meet all academic and professional requirements, are encouraged to apply to the professional program
through the second path described below.

The second path is our “traditional” path. Prepharmacy students (including transfer students) typically apply for admission to the four-year
professional program during the second (or in some cases the third) pre-pharmacy year. Admission to the professional pharmacy program is
competitive and limited to the difference between the number of available seats (85) and the number of “early admission” students entering the final
four years of the professional program each year. Students are selected based upon successful pre-pharmacy academic performance. Preference

is given to North Dakota residents and students who attend NDSU. A cumulative grade point average of 3.0 (4.0 = A) or above is required before an
applicant will be evaluated for admission to the professional program. The actual admission cutoff is much higher. The Pharmacy College Admission
Test (PCAT) is an admission requirement. Students must take the PCAT during the July or September testing dates. An on-site interview is part of

the admission process for the professional program. Supplemental applications are due on or before December 31 for subsequent fall semester
admission. Supplemental applications are submitted online directly to the Pharmacy Admissions Committee. A nonrefundable $100.00 application fee
must accompany the supplemental application.

Differential Tuition

Students in the pharmacy professional program (i.e., the final five years of study for students on the “early admissions” path, and the final four years
for students on the “traditional” admissions path) are assessed a different tuition rate. This differential tuition is assessed to cover the higher costs
associated with the program.

Current Curriculum



2 Pharmacy

The curriculum leading to the Pharm.D. degree requires a minimum of six years of study. Approximately 77 semester hours are required in the pre-
professional curriculum. The vast majority of required pre-professional courses (listed by name and number) must be completed by the end of spring
term prior to admission to the professional program (for “traditional” path students), or for “early admissions” students, the final four years of the
professional program. A maximum of six elective credits may be taken during the summer prior to entrance in the professional program.

The current entry-level Pharm.D. curriculum is designed to produce graduates with the professional competencies necessary to enter pharmacy
practice in any setting to ensure optimal medication therapy outcomes and patient safety, and to satisfy the educational requirements for licensure as
a pharmacist. The Pharm.D. degree prepares the student to accept positions in community, hospital, managed care, clinical, and industrial pharmacy.
Other potential opportunities include administrative positions in pharmaceutical companies and associations. Teaching and research positions in
universities and the pharmaceutical industry are excellent opportunities for those with advanced training in pharmacy.

The college is a member of the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy, and is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education
(ACPE).

Please note this is a sample plan of study and not an official curriculum. Actual student schedules for each semester will vary depending on start year,
education goals, applicable transfer credit, and course availability. Students are encouraged to work with their academic advisor on a regular basis to
review degree progress and customize an individual plan of study.

PRE-PHARMACY PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

First Year
Fall Credits Spring Credits Summer Credits
BIOL 150 4 BIOL 151 4 CHEM 341 4
& 150L & 151L & 341L
CHEM 121 4 CHEM 122 4 CHEM 342 8
&121L & 122L
ENGL 110 4 COMM 110 3
MATH 146 4 ENGL 120 3
CHP 190 2 ECON 201 3
Wellness Gen Ed 2 STAT 330 8
20 20 7
Second Year
Fall Credits Spring Credits
BIOC 460 3 BIOC 461 3
BIOL 220 4 BIOL 221 4
& 220L & 221L
COMM 216 3 ENGL 324 or 325 3
MICR 350 or 202 3 MICR 460 3
MICR 350L or 202L 2 PHYS 211 3
Humanities/Fine Arts Gen 3 Humanities/Fine Arts Gen 8
Ed Ed
18 19

Total Credits: 84



