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Architecture
Department Information

• Interim Department Chair:
Michael J. Strand, M.F.A.

• Graduate Coordinator:
Cindy Urness

• Department Location:
Renaissance Hall

• Department Phone:
(701) 231-6151

• Department Web Site:
ala.ndsu.edu/ (http://ala.ndsu.edu/)

• Application Deadline:
February 1 for fall semester, portfolio required

• Credential Offered:
Master of Architecture (M.Arch.)

• English Proficiency Requirements:
TOEFL ibT 80; IELTS 6.5; Duolingo 105

Program Description
NDSU offers a 5-year NAAB accredited, first-professional Master of Architecture degree program housed primarily in a beautifully-restored historic
industrial building in downtown Fargo, which has emerged as an exciting, student-oriented urban district. Most students entering the graduate
program in architecture come directly from the NDSU pre-professional Bachelor of Science in Architecture program. The curriculum includes field trips
to cities across the country and is supported by a professionally-staffed wood shop, digital media labs, and laser cutters and 3D printing for model-
making. Both traditional and digital media are emphasized. An optional semester abroad, plus foreign study tours during summers are offered.

In the United States, most registration boards require a degree from an accredited professional degree program as a prerequisite for licensure.

The National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB), which is the sole agency authorized to accredit professional degree programs in architecture
offered by institutions with U.S. regional accreditation, recognizes three types of degrees: the Bachelor of Architecture, the Master of Architecture,
and the Doctor of Architecture. A program may be granted an eight-year, three-year, or two-year term of accreditation, depending on the extent of its
conformance with established educational standards.

Doctor of Architecture and Master of Architecture degree programs may require a pre-professional undergraduate degree in architecture for admission.
However, the pre-professional degree is not, by itself, recognized as an accredited degree.

North Dakota State University’s Architecture program offers the following NAAB-accredited degree program:

• M.Arch. (pre-professional degree + 30 graduate credits)
• Next accreditation visit: 2026

Admission Requirements
• Students currently enrolled in the 4-year pre-professional degree at NDSU may apply to the Master of Architecture program. Transfer students with

pre-professional or professional degrees in architecture from another school may be considered for admission to years 4 and 5 in the program,
based on test scores, GPA, and portfolio review.  Transfer students should contact the department directly before application to the Graduate
School.

• Candidates must have earned a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 to be considered for full graduate standing

Curriculum
Click here for the latest information on the Curriculum. (https://www.ndsu.edu/architecture/academics/master_of_architecture/)

Click here for course descriptions. (http://catalog.ndsu.edu/past-bulletin-archive/2021-22/course-catalog/descriptions/arch/)
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