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Human Development and Family Science
Department Information

• Department Head:
Joel Hektner, Ph.D.

• Department Location:
Evelyn Morrow Lebedeff Hall

• Department Phone:
(701) 231-8268

• Department Web Site:
www.ndsu.edu/hdfs/academics/masters_degree/ (http://www.ndsu.edu/hdfs/academics/masters_degree/)

• Application Deadline:
One month prior to the beginning of each term. Applications accepted for fall, spring, and summer.

• Credential Offered:
M.S., Certificate

• English Proficiency Requirements:
TOEFL ibT 100 (subscores of at least 24 for speaking and 21 for writing); IELTS 7; Duolingo 125

Program Description
Programs of study leading to a Graduate Certificate or the Master of Science degree are offered in three options: Family Financial Planning, Youth
Development, and Gerontology. All of these options are available via a collaborative, inter-institutional program offered through online distance
education. Each program requires a capstone practicum or case study experience to complete the M.S. degree. Students can complete the M.S.
programs in two to three years and the certificate programs in one calendar year.

The Family Financial Planning (FFP) M.S. option is a 36-credit program with a specific curriculum approved by the Certified Financial Planner (CFP)
Board of Standards. Graduate certificates (18 credits) are available in Financial Planning and in Financial Counseling.

The Gerontology M.S. option requires 36 credits, and the Graduate Certificate requires 15 credits. An advanced degree in the field of Gerontology can
benefit the professional in social work, nursing, counseling, recreation, public policy, long-term care administration, medicine, architecture, interior
design, psychology, adult education, and rehabilitation therapy.

The Youth Development M.S. option requires 36 credits. Graduate Certificates (13 credits) are available in Youth Development and in Youth Program
Management and Evaluation. Youth development is an emerging professional field. It has a positive orientation, meaning its focus is on promoting the
positive development of youth, and it is an applied field, with professionals who put developmental research and theory into practice in structuring and
implementing programs and services for adolescents.
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