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Communication
Department Information

• Department Chair:
Stephenson Beck, Ph.D.

• Graduate Coordinator:
Justin Walden, Ph.D.

• Department Location:
Minard Hall 338

• Department Phone:
(701) 231-7705

• Department Web Site:
www.ndsu.edu/communication/ (http://www.ndsu.edu/communication/)

• Application Deadline:
For full consideration, applications must be completed by Feb. 15 for fall semester

• Credential Offered:
Ph.D., M.A.

• Test Requirement:
GRE or additional writing sample

• English Proficiency Requirements:
TOEFL ibT 100, IELTS 7 for admission; TOEFL ibT 100, IELTS 7 for teaching assistantship; Duolingo 125

Admission Requirements
Programs are open to students holding baccalaureate degrees from accredited universities or colleges.

Master of Arts

To be admitted with full status to the program, the applicant must meet the Graduate School requirements; have adequate study in communication,
journalism or a related area; and provide a score for the Graduate Record Examination (GRE).

Doctor of Philosophy

To be admitted with full status to the program, the applicant must meet the Graduate School requirements. In addition to materials required by the
Graduate School applicants must submit:

• A CV or resume which clearly identifies your current position, including your responsibilities, your professional publications and papers, your
service and professional activity, and your teaching and training experiences.

• A scholarly writing sample where the candidate is first author (single authorship preferred), such as a master's thesis, proposal, or chapter, a
conference paper, or a final course paper.

• Evidence of effective teaching potential (please include one or more of the following): teaching evaluations, teaching philosophy statement,
recommendation letter(s) that speak to experience or potential of applicant, peer evaluations/observations, sample syllabi, sample lesson plan/
assignment, etc.

• Graduate Record Examination (GRE) scores.
• TOEFL test results (required for international students).

Financial Assistance
Students admitted at full or conditional status will be considered for teaching assistantships at the master's or doctoral degree level, based on the
strength of their application materials. Initially, teaching assistants conduct lab sessions for the COMM 110 Fundamentals of Public Speakingclass.
Teaching assistants may have opportunities to teach other classes during their program.

In addition to the stipend, graduate assistants receive a graduate tuition waiver. Tuition waivers cover base tuition for NDSU graduate credits only.
Students are responsible for differential tuition, student fees, and tuition for non-graduate level credits taken or Cooperative Education credits. 
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