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Civil and Environmental Engineering
Department Information
• Interim Department Chair:
Xuefeng (Michael) Chu, Ph.D., F.EWRI
• Graduate Program Coordinator:
Kalpana Katti, Ph.D.
• Department Location:
201 Civil and Industrial Engineering Bldg.
• Department Phone:
(701) 231-7244
• Department Web Site:
www.ndsu.edu/cee/ (http://www.ndsu.edu/cee/)
• Application Deadline:
February 15 for fall admission; September 15 for spring admission
• Credential Offered:
Ph.D., M.S.
• English Proﬁciency Requirements:
TOEFL iBT 71, IELTS 6; Duolingo 100
The Master of Science degree is offered in the thesis format. This format emphasizes research, and the ability to analyze and interpret data and to
prepare a scholarly thesis. The student and adviser develop a program of study consisting of at least 30 credit hours of graduate level material to meet
individual educational goals. An overall GPA of 3.0 or better must be maintained. An oral defense of the research-based thesis is required.
The Doctor of Philosophy degree requires a total of 90 credits beyond the baccalaureate degree in civil engineering with an overall GPA of 3.0 or higher
(60 credits beyond an M.S. degree in Civil Engineering or a sub-area of Civil Engineering) for graduation. A dissertation advisory committee should
be formed and a plan of study should be ﬁled by the end of ﬁrst year after admission. A minimum of 30 hours of additional course work chosen by
the student and his/her advisory committee from appropriate existing Civil Engineering graduate courses, new courses, and courses outside the
department must be completed.
An M.S. degree from another institution may substitute for up to 30 credits of the 90 credits required; however, suitability of transfer or use of courses
and research credits in the plan of study would be decided by the adviser and advisory committee.
A comprehensive preliminary exam is administered after completion of the greater portion of the course work. The committee chair will coordinate
the examination. The format and duration will be determined by the committee. The student will present a research proposal within one year after the
preliminary examination. A minimum of 30 and a maximum of 40 credit hours can be earned for research, preparation, and defense of a dissertation in
Civil Engineering. A minimum of 12 credit hours in a minor or cognate area as deemed appropriate by the student and the advisory committee may be
completed by the student. The student will defend his/her dissertation in a ﬁnal examination attended by the advisory committee members and other
academics.

